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uneombined, is a necessary and legitimate method for overcoming certain social inconveniences, and as a rule the free community has Its own remedy if the combination, becomes oppressive. Given a fair field and no favour, an. oppressive monopoly unsupported by force would not last for a week; it would at once be deserted and routed by indignant customers.
It is very noteworthy therefore, that the principal ground of complaint against the Trust in the United States is based on the allegation that Trusts have corrupted the railway monopoly, and have secured for themselves preferential rates and even induced the companies to charge extraordinary rates to outside competitors. The accusation is strenuously denied by the advocates of Trusts. The denial, however, appears to amount to this, that the preferential rates were secured by the corporations now forming various Trusts prior to their amalgamation in Trusts. It follows, therefore, that if to give preferential rates is corrupt on the part of a Railway Company, the corruption dates from a period before the. era of Trusts. At any rate, it seems to be admitted by the more moderate opponents of the Trust system that, but for the Railway monopoly and preferential rates,, an oppressive Trust would be an impossibility'.
Under the present system mechanical traction has been confined to unduly narrow limits. Its extension to the uses of private .life ought not to be beyond the power of human. ingenuity, and here there is room for vast applications of capital. M. Ilaffalovich has pointed out how closely the question of an increased and cheaper service of locomotion is connected with the solution of the difficulty of housing the working-class.
In the case of the electric light Government has pursued its usual course. It grants a monopoly but couples it with conditions intended to prevent private capitalists reaping too large a profit. At first the conditions were too onerous, and the country was deprived of the use of the electric light. We have many other illurninants, and it is a question whether the
1 Soo Foreign Office Report on Trusts, .No. 174, p. 72.